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Look what great danger lies between these leaves
That I dare take and handle in my hands,
And press against my face each part of them
Held open thus, and either deadly side,
Wherein your fear smells death sown privily.

Paulet Madam, when so you charged your secretary
Her majesty was far from doubt, I think,
Or dream of such foul dealing: and I would
Suspicion since had found no just cause given,
And then things had not been as now they are.

Mary Stuart But things are as they are, and heie

I stand

Convicted, and not knowing how many hours
I have to live yet.

Paulet               Madam, you shall live

As many hours as God shall please: but this
May be said truly, that you here have been
Convicted in most honourable sort
And favourable.

Mary Stuart    What favour have I found ?

Paulet  Your cause hath been examined scrupu-
lously

By many our eldest nobles of this realm,
Whereas by law you should but have been tried
By twelve men as a common person.

Mary Stuart                                Nay,

Your noblemen must by their peers be tried

Paulet All strangers of what quality soe'er
In matter of crime are only to be tried
In other princes' territories by law